Jesus Cares About Us All the Time

Module 1

Jesus Cares
Bible Basis: Luke 10:25-37
Toddlers and 2s are ready and willing helpers! Helping others gives toddlers a
sense of self-satisfaction and allows them the opportunity to reach out to others and
experience the good feelings that come from showing they care. It’s important to help
toddlers see that Jesus cares for us and wants us to care for others, too. The lessons in
this module will encourage your toddlers and 2s to look for ways to help others and
show they care.

Jesus Cares
Lesson

Emphasis

Page

1

Jesus cares about us all the time.

11

2

Jesus sends people to care for us.

25

3

We can care for others like Jesus cares.

39

4

We can be happy that Jesus cares.

53

5

We are thankful that Jesus cares.

65
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Lesson 1

Toddlers & 2s

Parent Page
Jesus Cares
For the next five weeks, the toddlers and 2s class will be learning that Jesus cares. The children will use
their five senses to discover that Jesus shows his love by caring for us in many ways. Use this Parent Page to
help reinforce the point that Jesus cares.

Preschool Pointers
Parents often feel taken for granted because young children don’t say “thank you” for the things parents
do or the sacrifices they make. Be happy because your toddler’s lack of comment simply demonstrates that
he or she trusts your care and protection. By looking at the ways Jesus cares for us and learning to thank
Jesus for what he does, toddlers will begin to develop a sense of thankfulness and appreciation for the
loving ways you show you care.

Together Time
n Let your toddler help make Care Cookies. Invite your child to spread softened icing on ready-made
cookies. Allow him or her to sprinkle colored cake decorations or tiny candies on the cookies.
Present a plate of Care Cookies to family members or friends to remind them that they’re loved.
Explain to your child that doing something nice like sharing cookies is a way to show you care.
n Take a walk with your child and play Care, Care Everywhere. Take turns pointing out ways God
cares for people and other living things. For example, point to a flower and explain that God cares
by giving us beautiful flowers to smell and see. Or find a worm or bug and explain that God cares
for birds by giving them things to eat. Remind your child that we know God cares for us because of
the beautiful world he’s given us to live in.
n Sing this song from class with your toddler:

The Good Samaritan
(sung to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”)

The man lay in the road.
The man lay in the road.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
The man lay in the road.

The good Samaritan helped.
The good Samaritan helped.
Hooray! Hooray! He saved the day!
The good Samaritan helped.

A priest walked right by.
A Levite walked right by.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
They both walked right by.
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Bible Point

Jesus cares.

Bible Verse
Jesus cares (adapted from 1 Peter 5:7).

Growing Closer to Jesus
Children will n understand what caring means,
n feel their classroom as a friendly, caring place, and
n realize that Jesus cares for them all the time.

Teacher Enrichment
Bible Basis

n Jesus cares about us all the time.

Luke
10:25-37

In today’s passage, we see two religious “professionals” really
blow it. By their callous disregard for the injured man, they
showed that it is possible to be outwardly religious and yet
totally out of sync with God’s priorities. How easy it is for us
to fall into the same trap! Toddlers and 2s need us to model
genuine love for God and for our neighbor—as Jesus defined
“neighbor”—lest they grow up to be outwardly religious but
inwardly selfish.

Prayer

Repeating the Bible Point over
and over will help the children
remember it and apply it to their
lives. Help children learn one point
that will stay with them for days
and even years to come.

• Read 1 John 4:19.
• How does understanding Christ’s love for us help us to love others?
• In what ways might you better keep God’s command to love your neighbor as
yourself today?
• Pray: Lord, help me to understand the depth of your love for me, and then help
me to show that same love to others. Help me model that love to the children
by…

Before the Lesson
n Collect items for the activities you plan to use, referring to the Classroom Supplies
and Learning Lab Supplies listed in the chart on the next page.
n Pray for the children in your class and for God’s direction in teaching the lesson.

The Lesson at a Glance chart
gives you a quick overview of the
lesson and lists the supplies you’ll
need for each activity. Most of the
supplies are items you may already
have in your home or classroom.
Simplify your preparation by
choosing which Arrival Activities
and For Extra Time activities (found
at the end of the lesson) you’ll use.
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This Lesson at a Glance
What Children Will Do
Arrival
Activities
Direct children to
one or more of the
optional activities
until everyone
arrives.

Classroom Supplies

Welcome Time—Receive a
warm welcome from the teacher
and Cuddles the Lamb.

Name tags (p. 8), marker, tape or
safety pins

Option 1: Dress-Up Fun—

Hand towels, bathrobes, old
neckties or scarves, sandals

Option 2: Care for a Bear—
Care for teddy bears.

Teddy bears or other stuffed
animals, combs, brushes,
blankets, picture books

Pick-Up Time—Sing a song as

CD player

Bible Song—Sing a song about

Bible, CD player

Jesus Cares—Interact with

2 pennies

The Good Samaritan—Sing a

CD player

Interactive Bible Bulletin
Board—Decorate a bulletin

House patterns (pp. 22-23);
scissors; gray or brown, green,
and light blue construction
paper; tape or stapler

Sing It Out—Sing a song about
the good Samaritan.

CD player

“ride.”

Bible Craft—Make donkeys to

Donkey-face pattern (p. 22),
yarn, crayons, tape, scissors,
paper plates, marker

Bible Game—“Ride” their

Donkeys from Bible Craft
activity, CD player

Care Prayer—Say a prayer, and

Jelly, graham crackers, cupcake
papers, spoon, tongue
depressors or craft sticks

Dress in costumes from the story
of the good Samaritan.

Learning Lab Supplies

they help clean up the room.

Bible Story
Time

the Bible.

sensory items on the StoryBoard
as they hear the story from Luke
10:25-37.
song about the good Samaritan.

Bible
Activities

board with Cuddles the Lamb.

 onkeys, and pretend to be good
d
Samaritans.

Closing

have a snack.

*See the end of this lesson for extra-time ideas and supplies.
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Arrival Activities
n Welcome Time
SUPPLIES: name tags (p. 8), tape or safety pins, marker
• Use Cuddles the Lamb to help you greet each child by name and with a
warm smile.
• Tape or pin a name tag to each child’s clothing.
• Say: Today we’re going to learn that Jesus cares.
• Place Cuddles out of sight so the children won’t be distracted by him
during the next activity.

If you wish to provide soothing
background music as the children
arrive, play a CD of your choice.

n Option 1: Dress-Up Fun
SUPPLIES: bathrobes, hand towels, sandals, old neckties or scarves
Set out bathrobes, hand towels, sandals, and old neckties or scarves.
Invite children to dress as people did in Jesus’ time. Use neckties as colorful
belts or gently tie them around children’s foreheads to secure towels as
headdresses. Encourage the children to help each other put on the bathrobes
and choose which ties to wear. Point out that helping each other is a way to show
we care. Explain that they’ll hear a story about a man who helped someone who
was hurt. Tell them that Jesus cares for us and wants people to care for each
other, too.

n Option 2: Care for a Bear
SUPPLIES: teddy bears or stuffed animals, combs, brushes, blankets, picture books
Provide a variety of fuzzy teddy bears or other stuffed animals. Set out combs,
brushes, blankets, and a few picture books. Encourage children to care for their stuffed
friends by combing and brushing their fur, wrapping them warmly in blankets, and
“reading” to them. Explain that caring for others is a way to show our love. Tell children
that Jesus cares about us all the time. Point out that they’ll hear a story about how
much Jesus cares and how a man cared for someone who was hurt.

n Pick-Up Time
SUPPLIES: CD player
track 2

As Arrival Activities draw to a close, gently mention that it will soon
be time to clean up. Encourage children to help you pick up things in
the room as you lead them in singing “Let’s Pick Up All Our Things.”
Use the CD (track 2) and sing the song to the tune of “Looby Loo.”

Let’s pick up all our things.
Let’s pick up all our things.
Let’s pick up all our things
And put them all away.

Let’s pick up all our things.
Let’s pick up all our things.
Let’s pick up all our things.
It’s time to stop our play.

It’s important to say the Bible Point
just as it’s written in each activity.
Repeating the Bible Point over and
over throughout the lesson will
help kids remember it and apply it
to their lives.

Everyone here can help.
Everyone here can help.
Everyone here can help.
Let’s put it all away.
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Bible Story Time
n Bible Song
SUPPLIES: Bible, CD player
Say: How do we know that Jesus cares? The Bible tells
track 3
us in 1 Peter. Show children the Bible. It says Jesus cares.
The Bible is God’s special book. The Bible tells us about God.
Let’s learn a song about the Bible. Using the CD (track 3), lead
the children in singing “God’s Special Book” to the tune of “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat.”
This is God’s special book.
Yes, it’s God’s book you see!
I learn about all God has done,
And his love for me!
(Repeat.)
Bible!

n Bible Story: Jesus Cares
SUPPLIES: 2 pennies
Before class begins, prepare
the “Jesus Cares” StoryBoard by
following the instructions provided
in the Learning Lab. (You’ll need
the two pennies for the StoryBoard.)
The purpose of the StoryBoard is to
provide an interactive, sensory learning
opportunity for your toddlers and 2s. Set aside the flower scratch-and-sniff sticker found
in the Sensory Packet for use in a later lesson Please attach the sensory items securely
so the children can touch them without the danger of pulling the items off or putting
them into their mouths.

Panel 1
Fold back the StoryBoard so that children see only Panel 1. Say:
We’re going to hear a Bible story about how much Jesus
cares.
Ask: • Can you find the man in the road? Let children come
to the StoryBoard and point to the man. Have them lift the piece of
fabric on his arm and look underneath.
Ask: • What’s under the patch? (An owie; a hurt.)
Say: One day a man was walking down a road. Some mean people hit the
man and pushed him down on the rocks. Let’s touch the rocks to see what
they’re like.
Ask: • How do the rocks feel? (Bumpy; hard.)
• How does the man in the road feel? (Hurt; he has an owie.)
Say: After the mean people hurt the man, they took his money. Let’s see
14
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what the robbers have in their bag. Invite the children to jingle the moneybag.
The robbers ran away and left the man in the road. “Won’t someone help
me?” he asked.
Ask: • Who cares about us all the time? (Jesus.)
Say: Let’s see if someone comes and helps the man.
Panel 2
Show Panel 2 of the StoryBoard. Say: The man was hurt and
couldn’t get up. Let’s see if his arm is still hurt. After everyone
has lifted the patch, say: The man needed help. Pause. Listen!
Quietly tap the back of the StoryBoard. Someone’s coming! Slide
the priest figure up through the slit. A man was coming. He was
a leader in the church—a priest. Step, step, step—down the
road he came. Move the priest figure along the road slowly. Then
stop. Look at the priest’s robe. Let’s touch his robe. Have the children touch the
velvet around the priest’s neck. Then ask:
• Do you think the priest will stop and care for the man? Allow children to
express their ideas.
Shake your head “no” as you move the priest past the man. Say: The priest
walked right by. He didn’t help the man. Remove the priest figure from the slit.
The hurt man asked, “Will someone help?” Cup your hand around your ear.
Listen. Make more tapping sounds behind the StoryBoard. Someone’s coming! Slide
the Levite figure up through the slit. Look, it’s another churchman—a Levite. Can
you say that with me? Levite. Let’s touch his pretty robe. Have children touch
the trim on the Levite’s robe.
Ask: • Do you think the Levite will stop and help? Allow children to respond.
Say: Step, step, step—down the road he came. Move the Levite figure along
the slit. Shake your head “no” as you move the Levite figure past the man. The Levite
walked right by. He didn’t help the man. Remove the Levite figure from the slit.
The man asked, “Will someone help?”
Ask: • Who cares for the man? Allow children to respond.
Then say: Jesus cares for us all the time. Let’s see if someone helps the
man. Oh…someone else is coming!

Panel 3
Unfold Panel 3.
Make clip-clop noises with your tongue. Say: Who’s coming
now? Clippety-clop, clippety-clop—a man on a donkey came
along. He was from a different country. The man was called
a Samaritan. Can you say that with me? Samaritan. The
Samaritan was a very nice man. Let’s pat his donkey. Let
children pat the donkey’s fur.
Ask: • How does the donkey feel? (Soft; nice; fuzzy.)
Say: The Samaritan saw the hurt man. And guess what? The good
Samaritan stopped! He put medicine on the man’s hurt arm. Let’s smell the
medicine. Open an antiseptic wipe from Sensory Packet 1, and let the children smell
the medicine.
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Important: Put the StoryBoard
away and out of reach of children.

The good Samaritan made the man’s arm better. Hold up a cotton ball
from Sensory Packet 1 and say: Let’s pretend we’re the good Samaritan. We can
care for the man, too. Have children dab the cotton ball on the man’s arm. After
everyone has had a turn, say: Then the Samaritan took the man to a place where
he could rest and get well.
Ask: • Who cares for the hurt man? (The good Samaritan; Jesus; God.)
Say: Just as the good Samaritan cared for the man,
Jesus cares for us. In fact, Jesus cares so much that
he died on the cross for us. If we believe in Jesus, we
can live with him in heaven some day. That makes me
happy! Let’s sing a happy song right now!

n The Good Samaritan
SUPPLIES: CD player
Say: We’ve been learning that Jesus cares. And we
heard a story about how the good Samaritan cared. Let’s
learn a song about the good Samaritan.
Using the CD (track 6), lead children in singing “The Good
Samaritan” to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.” Encourage
children to act out the song by lying beside a make-believe road throughout the song.
Choose one child to be the priest and one to be the Levite, and help them walk among
the children during the second verse. Choose a third child to be the good Samaritan in
verse 3, and let him or her pat each child on the head.
track 6

The man lay in the road.
The man lay in the road.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
The man lay in the road.
A priest walked right by.
A Levite walked right by.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
They both walked right by.
The good Samaritan helped.
The good Samaritan helped.
Hooray! Hooray! He saved the day!
The good Samaritan helped.
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Bible Activities
n Interactive Bible Bulletin Board
SUPPLIES: light blue paper, green paper, gray or brown paper, tape or stapler, house
patterns (pp. 22-23), scissors
Before class, cover
the top portion of
the bulletin board or
wall space with light
blue construction
paper, and cover
the bottom portion with green
construction paper. Make a gray or
brown road that crosses the bulletin
board. Photocopy the house patterns,
and cut out a house for each child.
You may wish to decorate the cutouts
with markers or crayons.

If you meet in a rented facility or
in a multipurpose room, consider
purchasing a bulletin board on
wheels or a board that is small
enough to carry. Your efforts will
provide opportunities for learning
as well as familiar decorations for
your kids!

	Bring out Cuddles the Lamb, and go through the following script. Then
put Cuddles away out of sight.

Cuddles: Hi! I’m so happy to be here. What did you learn today?
Teacher:	We’ve been learning that Jesus cares about us all the time. Would
you like to help us make a bulletin board, Cuddles?

Cuddles: Yes! I like to help. What can I do?
Teacher:	Well, we’re going to learn about the people in our homes who care for us just as

Jesus

cares. We can all care about people and help them, too.

Cuddles: Yep. That’s why I want to help you. You’re my friends, and I care about you lots.
Teacher:	Boys and girls, who lives with you? (Allow children to tell who lives in their homes with

them.) We all have places to live and people we live with because Jesus cares. Jesus
wants us to live in loving homes. Let’s put some houses on our bulletin board to show
us that Jesus cares about us all the time, wherever we live.

	Have Cuddles hand each child a paper house. Help children tape the pictures
to the bulletin board. Each time a child places a picture, say: “Jesus
cares all the time.” Have children repeat that sentence with you.
Permission to photocopy this script from Group’s Hands-On Bible Curriculum® Toddlers & 2s granted for local church use.
Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc., 1515 Cascade Avenue, Loveland, CO 80538. group.com

When everyone’s picture is in place, say: Isn’t it nice to have a safe place
to live and play? I’m glad that Jesus cares for all the people in our
neighborhoods.
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Say: Let’s sing a fun song to help us remember the story of the good
Samaritan.
Remove two of the foam friends from the Learning Lab.
Sing “Where Is the Hurt Man?” to the tune of “Where is Thumbkin?” Have the
children stand up and copy the actions that you do. Explain to the children that the
good Samaritan cared for the hurt man, just as Jesus cares for us.
Pick up one foam friend to use as the “hurt man.” The other foam friend will be used
as each of the other men.

Where is the hurt man? (Shrug shoulders.)
Where is the hurt man? (Shrug shoulders.)
Here he is. (Hold up the foam friend.)
Here he is. (Hold up the foam friend.)
Who can come and help him? (Continue holding the foam friend up. Shrug
shoulders.)
Who can come and help him? (Continue holding the foam friend up. Shrug
shoulders.)
Jesus cares. Jesus cares. (Hug yourself.)
Hold up one foam friend as the “hurt man.” As you say “Here comes the priest,”
bring the other one closer to it in a walking-type motion. Do the same for the Levite
and the Samaritan.

Here comes the priest. (Move the priest foam friend toward the hurt man in a
walking motion.)
Here comes the priest. (Move the priest foam friend toward the hurt man in a
walking motion.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
No, he just keeps walking. (Move the priest past the hurt man.)
No, he just keeps walking. (Move the priest past the hurt man.)
Jesus cares. Jesus cares. (Hug yourself.)
Here comes the Levite. (Move the Levite foam friend toward the hurt man in a
walking motion.)
Here comes the Levite. (Move the Levite foam friend toward the hurt man in a
walking motion.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
No, he just keeps walking. (Move the Levite past the hurt man.)
No, he just keeps walking. (Move the Levite past the hurt man.)
Jesus cares. Jesus cares. (Hug yourself.)
Here comes the Samaritan. (Move the Samaritan foam friend toward the hurt
man in a walking motion.)
Here comes the Samaritan. (Move the Samaritan foam friend toward the hurt
man in a walking motion.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
Will he help? (Shrug shoulders.)
He helps the man get better. (Put the two foam friends side-by-side.)
He helps the man get better. (Put the two foam friends side-by-side.)
Jesus cares. Jesus cares. (Hold the foam friends together as if they’re hugging.)
18
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Ask: • Who helped the hurt man get better? (The good Samaritan.)
• Who always cares for you? (Jesus; my mom; my grandma.)
• Why do you think Jesus cares for us? (Because he loves us.)
Say: It’s good to remember that Jesus cares for us all the time.
Place the foam friends back in the Learning Lab.
Say: Now let’s sing our song about the good Samaritan.

n Sing It Out
SUPPLIES: CD player
track 6

Using the CD (track 6), lead children in singing “The Good
Samaritan” to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”

The man lay in the road.
The man lay in the road.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
The man lay in the road.
A priest walked right by.
A Levite walked right by.
Oh me, oh my, don’t pass me by.
They both walked right by.
The good Samaritan helped.
The good Samaritan helped.
Hooray! Hooray! He saved the day!
The good Samaritan helped.
If there’s time, repeat the song without the CD, and choose other children to play
the parts of the priest, Levite, and good Samaritan. When you’ve finished, say: Let’s
make donkeys like the one the good Samaritan rode.
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n Bible Craft
SUPPLIES: donkey-face pattern (p. 22), scissors, yarn, crayons, tape, paper plates,
marker
Before class, photocopy the donkey face pattern for each child. Cut four 3-inch
pieces of yarn for each child.
Tell children they’re going to make the good Samaritan’s donkey. Set out crayons,
tape, and the pieces of yarn. Hand each child a paper plate. Invite children to color
their donkeys. Then help them tape the donkey faces to the paper plates. Tape four
pieces of yarn to each donkey’s forehead. Be sure to write each child’s name on the back
of his or her paper plate.
When children have finished, encourage them to think of names for their donkeys.
Have them pat the donkeys’ manes, and ask them how the manes feel. Then say: The
good Samaritan helped the man in the road. The Samaritan let the hurt man
ride his donkey. Wasn’t he nice? That showed the good Samaritan cared for
the hurt man just as Jesus cares for us. Let’s have fun riding our donkeys.

n Bible Game
SUPPLIES: donkey crafts from previous activity, CD player
Say: Let’s pretend we’re good Samaritans. When I say
track 7
“giddyap,” ride your donkey around the room. When I
say “whoa,” hop off your donkey and pretend to help the
man in the road. Show children how to hold the sides of the
paper plates like reins and gallop. Alternate saying “giddyap” and
“whoa” as children ride their donkeys. When you’ve finished, say: Now we’ll ride our
donkeys quietly to the wall and let them rest while we sing a new song. Have
children set their paper plates along one wall.
With the CD (track 7), lead children in singing “God Cares” (1 Peter 5:7) to the
tune of “Looby Loo.”
Give all your cares to God.
Give God your worries, too.
Give all your cares to God.
God cares what happens to you.
(Repeat.)
After the song, say: Thanks for singing with me! All that singing made me
hungry. Let’s have a yummy snack to help us remember that Jesus cares.

Closing
n Care Prayer
SUPPLIES: graham crackers, cupcake papers, jelly, spoon, tongue depressors or craft sticks
Invite the children to sit around the snack table. Say: We’ve been learning that
Jesus cares for us all the time. He keeps us safe and gives us nice places
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to live. Jesus also gives us good food to eat, such as the snacks we have
today. Let’s pray before we eat our snacks. Pray: Dear God, thank you that
Jesus cares for us all the time. In Jesus’ name, amen.
Hand each child a graham cracker, a cupcake paper with jelly in it, and a tongue
depressor or craft stick. Help children use the tongue depressors to spread jelly on their
crackers. As they fix their snacks, say: Doctors use tongue depressors like these
to look at our throats and help us get well. The good Samaritan helped the
hurt man get well, too. Helping people when they’re sick or hurt is a good
way to show we care. Jesus cares, and he helps us care for others.
Let children “ride” their donkeys from the Bible Craft activity home.

Growing closer to Jesus extends
beyond the classroom.
Photocopy the “Parent Page” handout (p. 10) for
this module, and send it home with your children.
Encourage parents to use the handout to plan
meaningful family activities to reinforce this module’s
topic.

For Extra Time
If you have a long class time or want to add additional
elements to your lesson, try one of the following activities.

n Wrap-Ups
Wrap each child’s arm or leg with crepe paper or bathroom tissue. Tell children to pretend their wrapped
arms or legs are injured. Talk about owies the children have had, and ask who helped them feel better. Point
out that doctors and nurses and parents all help care for us when we’re hurt, just as the good Samaritan helped
the man in the road. Remind children that Jesus cares for us all the time and other people care for us, too.

n Healthy Pictures
Set out cotton swabs, adhesive bandages, cotton balls, and tape. Help children tape the items on sheets of
construction paper. As children work on their pictures, ask questions such as “How do these things help us
when we’re hurt?” and “Who cares for us all the time?” Reassure children that Jesus cares for us all the time
whether we’re healthy or sick. Have children point to each item on their pictures and tell how each one helps.
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Patterns
Cut loosely around each pattern instead of cutting exactly on the outlines.
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